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Six Weeks Period: 1st Grade Level & Course: 7th Texas History 

Timeline:  5-8 Days Unit Title: Unit 2 The Early Inhabitants of Texas  

Stated Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

7.1A Identify the major eras in Texas history, describe their defining characteristics, and explain 
why historians divide the past into eras, including Natural Texas and its People Age of 
Contact Spanish Colonial Mexican National Revolution and Republic Early Statehood Texas in 
the Civil War and Reconstruction Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads Age of Oil Texas in the Great 
Depression and World War II Civil Rights and Conservatism Contemporary Texas. 
7.1B Apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant individuals, 
events, and time periods. 
7.1C Explain the significance of the following dates: 1519, mapping of the Texas coast and first 
mainland Spanish settlement; 1718, founding of San Antonio; 1821, independence from Spain; 
1836, Texas independence; 1845, annexation; 1861, Civil War begins; 1876, adoption of current 
state constitution; and 1901, discovery of oil at Spindletop. 
7.2 History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues through the 
Mexican National Era shaped the history of Texas. The student is expected to: 
7.2B Identify important individuals, events, and issues related to European exploration of Texas 
such as Alonso Álvarez de Pineda, Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca and his writings, the search for 
gold, and the conflicting territorial claims between France and Spain. 
  7.21 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use 
information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, 
including electronic technology. The student is expected to: 
7.21B Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect 
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making 
generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions. 
7.23 Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, 
working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 
7.23A Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider 
options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of the solution. 

 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key 
Understandings 

This unit focuses on information about Native Americans before the Europeans came to 
Texas. There is definitely more information on these group post-arrival. The information 
we have is based on oral history and archeologist findings. Any information including 
horses is after what we are looking at in this unit which does make things rather difficult. 
When the students are researching I wouldn’t make that a big focus as it will limit the 
information. Just make sure they understand horses come to these people after the 
Spaniards make their arrival. - How would have modern technology helped early 
explorers in Texas? 
 
Big Ideas: 
What were the defining characteristics of The Early People of Texas? 
Why would this be considered an Era in Texas History? 
Compare the American Indians in Texas prior to European settlement. 



How did these groups modify or adapt to their environment? 
Locate and compare how waterways were important in the lives of these people. 
Suggested Lesson Plan: 
Day 1: Pre-teach Vocabulary and present notes where students fill in the blanks. 
Day 2-5: 
Option 1: Teacher teaches about a different group of Native American grouping each day 
stressing answers to big ideas for the unit. A short assignment could be given at the end of each 
day to gauge student mastery. 
Option 2: This option will be more prep work, but definitely more engaging for the students. 
Create a lesson to create excitement about each main culture group. Next divide the class into 
groups. Each group should be given a group such as the Jumano or Lipan Apache to research 
and present over. Have each group present with a living museum or exhibit that make artifacts 
that would fit with their given group. On the day of presentation, ask students to visit each exhibit 
and complete a simple list of questions. 
Day 6: Wrap up Day: Guide the students in going over the take-aways from the lesson. Make 
sure 
the Big Idea questions are answered. 
Day 7: Play a game to review for the test. 
Day 8: Quiz and Review any missing content 

Misconceptions That resources were the same around the world.  

Key Vocabulary  Expedition                              Exploration 
Conquistador 
 

Suggested Day  
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, Notes 

Day 1 
Engage 
Explore 

Objective: We will begin identifying vocabulary associated 
with Native American Tribes and identify ones in the Texas 
Region  

Closing Task: I will describe two Native American Tribes that 
inhabited Texas. 

Introduce Unit 2 Vocabulary- Have students identify and 
provide examples of each in their journal.  

Nomad, Adobe, Indigenous, Native, Artifact, Coalition, Pueblo, 
Waterway 

Activity 1 

● Bell Ringer #1 
● Unit 2 Vocabulary 
PPt 

● Unit 2 Vocab w/ 
Illustrations 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Day 2 Explain 
Elaborate 

Objective: We will identify characteristics that differentiate 
the Native American tribes of Texas 
 
Closing Task: I will describe a Native American tribe in 
Texas, sharing at least four characteristics.  
 
Activity 1- 25 Minutes 
 
Have the students discuss what differentiates the first Texas from 
later settlers. Allow students to provide feedback on the pictures 
associated with each slide. Have students keep a detailed 
organized journal that will be utilized throughout the year.  
 

3.  

Activity 1 
 
● Bell Ringers #2 
● Unit 2 PPT 
● Unit 2 Notes 
 
 
 
 

Day 3  
Evaluate 

Objective: We will identify characteristics that differentiate 
the Native American tribes of Texas. Students will also 
identify characteristics of hunter gatherers  

Closing Task: I will describe a characteristic of a different 
Native American tribe in Texas than the one I wrote about 
yesterday, sharing at least four characteristics.  
  

Have students associate the picture in the Bell Ringer with other 
Native American Tribes of Texas. Have students complete the 
Native American Research handout. (You could use this as a 
group activity as well)  

● Bell Ringer #3 
● Native American 
Research Handout  
● Native American 
PPT  

 

Days 4-7 Objective: Students will use proper vocabulary and 
geographical features, and Texas regions to compare and 
contrast the Native American Tribes of Texas. Get students 
prepared for a Quiz/Assessment  

Closing Task: I will teach a partner two vocabulary terms and 
identify the main Native American Tribes in Texas.  
 

● Bell Ringer #5 
● Compare 2 Tribes 
handout 
● Review Cards  
● Timeline and 
Sensory Figure 
● Unit 2 PowerPoint 
● Teaching Video  
● Vocabulary & 
Review Handout 

 

Day 8  Objective: To evaluate and assess Unit 2  

Closing Task: Students will take a quiz over material learned 
in Unit 2.  

Writing Prompt: Students will begin writing assignment for 
journal activity  

● Unit 2 Quiz  
● Unit 2 Quiz Key 
● Writing  

  

 

Accommodations 
for Special 
Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


